
 

CCA Summer Reading 

Miss Burke – Grade 7 

Dear Student, 

Attached, you will find the summer reading list for your class. Your list consists of 10 or more 

carefully selected books. Each book is accompanied by a brief review or description that should provide 

you with enough information about the plot to determine whether or not it may be of interest to you. Your 

summer assignment is as follows: 

The Reading –  

1. Select and read any two books (minimum) from the list THAT YOU HAVE NOT READ BEFORE. 

2. Decide which book you found most interesting (and best understood). 

3. Choose one of the book reporting written activities on the attached sheet (the circled numbers are the 

ones available for you to choose from). 

4. Complete the activity with excellence. 

5. Please make sure to sign and return the attached summer reading sign-off form.  

The Book Report Activity –  

1. Regardless of the activity you choose, each activity must be typed, double spaced, and written in size 

12 font. 

2. The activity should reflect careful thought and time spent. By its quality and creativity, it should show 

that you took the assignment seriously and gave your best effort. 

3. Length: there is no set length. Follow the guidelines given in the activity description, and keep in 

mind that something short and hastily written will receive the grade it deserves. 

Final Note –  

This may not be the type of reading you’re used to, or would necessarily choose for yourself, but pray that 

God would grant you an open mind as you tackle these books. They’re called classics for a reason, and 

each has something to teach us about human nature and the nature of God. Don’t feel limited to the 

required two – if you have time and the desire, read as many books as you possibly can! Extra reading 

expands your vocabulary, which leads to better thinking and writing skills. Those skills, in turn, lead to 

greater opportunities both within school and beyond! 



 

 

 

SUMMER READING SIGN-OFF FORM 
I have read at least two books from Miss Burke’s summer reading list and have completed 

the book reporting activity to the best of my ability. 

 

Student Signature: 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

My child has read at least two books from the summer reading list and I have seen a 

completed (typed) book reporting activity. 

 

Parent Signature: 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Book Reporting: 7th Grade Written Activities 

1. Write a diary as if you were one of the main characters in the book. Tell not 

only what is happening to you and others, but how you feel about what is taking 

place. Make a minimum of ten sequential entries of at least five sentences each.  

2. Write a letter to the author of the book. Emphasize the parts of the book you 

liked best, one part you would change (telling specifically how) and name your 

favorite character. Tell exactly why you found the character likable and/or, 

believable. Make sure you letter has enough clear explanation.  

3. Choose a main character from the book. Write a letter to him or her, giving 

advice on what he or she should do to solve the conflicts that have been 

presented in the book. Be sure your advice is different from the way the author 

resolves the problems. Must be at least one-page.  

4. Write a one-page biography of a character from the story. Use any and all 

information given by the author throughout the book. Write the facts about the 

character in chronological order, even if they weren't presented that way during 

the story. 

5. Write a one-page book review for your book. In one paragraph, briefly explain 

the conflict and main characters, but don’t give away the ending. For the second 

paragraph, explain what you liked and did not like about the book and if you 

would recommend it or not. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

7th Grade Summer Reading List 

1. White Fang – Jack London 

Book Description: He was three quarters wolf and all fury. Born in a cave, in famine, in the frozen 
arctic. Born in a world where the weak died without mercy, where only the swift, the strong, the 
cunning saw each dawn. It was White Fang's world--until he and his mother were captured by the 
man-gods.  But men and their dogs taught White Fang to hate. He was beaten, abused, attacked. He 
was bought, sold, tortured, trained to kill in blood sports. Knowing no kindness, he became a mad, 
lethal, creature of pure rage.  Only one man saw White Fang's intelligence and nobility. Only one had 
the courage to offer the killer a new life. But can a wolf understand the word "hope"? Can a creature 
of hatred understand the word "love"? 

2. The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle – Avi 

From Publishers Weekly: Told in the form of a recollection, these "confessions" cover 13-year-old 
Charlotte's eventful 1832 transatlantic crossing. She begins her trip a prim schoolgirl returning 
home to her American family from England. From the start, there is something wrong with the 
Seahawk: the families that were to serve as Charlotte's chaperones do not arrive, and the unsavory 
crew warns her not to make the trip. When the crew rebels, Charlotte first sides with the civilized 
Captain Jaggerty, but before long she realizes that he is a sadist and--the only female aboard--she 
joins the crew as a seaman. Charlotte is charged with murder and sentenced to be hanged before 
the trip is over but ends up in command of the Seahawk by the time it reaches its destination. 
Charlotte's repressive Puritanical family refuses to believe her tale, and the girl returns to the sea. 
Charlotte's story is a gem of nautical adventure, and Avi's control of tone calls to mind William 
Golding's 1980s trilogy of historical novels of the sea. Never wavering from its 19th century setting, 
the novel offers suspense and entertainment modern-day readers will enjoy.  

3. The Westing Game –Ellen Raskin 

Amazon.com book description: A bizarre chain of events begins when sixteen unlikely people gather 
for the reading of Samuel W. Westing’s will. And though no one knows why the eccentric, game-
loving millionaire has chosen a virtual stranger—and a possible murderer—to inherit his vast 
fortune, one things for sure: Sam Westing may be dead…but that won’t stop him from playing one 
last game! This hilarious mystery novel will keep you guessing the whole way through!  

4. Redwall – Brian Jacques 

Amazon.com book description: As the inhabitants of Redwall Abbey bask in the glorious Summer of 
the Late Rose, all is quiet and peaceful. But things are not as they seem. Cluny the Scourge, the evil 
one-eyed rat warlord, is hell-bent on destroying the tranquility as he prepares to fight a bloody 
battle for the ownership of Redwall. This dazzling story in the Redwall series is packed with all the 
wit, wisdom, humor, and blood-curdling adventure of the other books in the collection but has the 
added bonus of taking the reader right back to the heart and soul of Redwall Abbey and the 
characters who live there. Magical, mystical, and the stuff of legends, this stunning tale of good 
battling with--and ultimately triumphing over--evil takes the reader on a roller-coaster adventure 
that barely draws breath from the first page to the very last. Brian Jacques is a true master of his 
craft. --Susan Harrison  

 



 

5. Profiles in Courage – John F. Kennedy 

Book Description: In 1954-55 a freshman U.S. Senator from Massachusetts wrote a book profiling 
eight of his historical Senatorial colleagues, such men as John Quincy Adams, Sam Houston, and 
Robert A. Taft. Instead of focusing on their storied careers, John F. Kennedy chose to illustrate their 
acts of integrity, when they stood alone against tremendous political and social pressure for what 
they felt was right.  

6. The Bronze Bow – Elizabeth George Speare 
From Amazon.com: He trains my hands for war, so that my arms can bend a bow of bronze. –from the 
Song of David (2 Samuel 22:35). The Bronze Bow, written by Elizabeth George Speare (author ofThe 
Witch of Blackbird Pond) won the Newbery Medal in 1962. This gripping, action-packed novel tells 
the story of eighteen-year-old Daniel bar Jamin—a fierce, hotheaded young man bent on revenging 
his father’s death by forcing the Romans from his land of Israel. Daniel’s palpable hatred for 
Romans wanes only when he starts to hear the gentle lessons of the traveling carpenter, Jesus of 
Nazareth. A fast-paced, suspenseful, vividly wrought tale of friendship, loyalty, the idea of home, 
community . . . and ultimately, as Jesus says to Daniel on page 224: “Can’t you see, Daniel, it is hate 
that is the enemy? Not men. Hate does not die with killing. It only springs up a hundredfold. The 
only thing stronger than hate is love.” A powerful, relevant read in turbulent times. 

7. Chains – Laurie Halse Anderson  

From Amazon.com: Set in New York City at the beginning of the American 
Revolution, Chains addresses the price of freedom both for a nation and for individuals. Isabel tells 
the story of her life as a slave. She was sold with her five-year-old sister to a cruel Loyalist family 
even though the girls were to be free upon the death of their former owner. She has hopes of finding 
a way to freedom and becomes a spy for the rebels, but soon realizes that it is difficult to trust 
anyone. She chooses to find someone to help her no matter which side he or she is on. With short 
chapters, each beginning with a historical quote, this fast-paced novel reveals the heartache and 
struggles of a country and slave fighting for freedom. The characters are well developed, and the 
situations are realistic. An author's note gives insight into issues surrounding the Revolutionary 
War and the fight for the nation's freedom even though 20 percent of its people were in chains. Well 
researched and affecting in its presentation, the story offers readers a fresh look at the conflict and 
struggle of a developing nation. —Denise Moore, O'Gorman Junior High School, Sioux Falls, SD  

 

8. The Mysterious Benedict Society – Trenton Lee Stewart (or any other book in the series) 

From Amazon.com: “Are you a gifted child looking for special opportunities?" When this peculiar ad 
appears in the newspaper, dozens of children enroll to take a series of mysterious, mind-bending 
tests. (And you, dear reader, can test your wits right alongside them.) But in the end just four very 
special children will succeed. Their challenge: to go on a secret mission that only the most 
intelligent and resourceful children could complete. To accomplish it they will have to go 
undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are 
no rules. 
As our heroes face physical and mental trials beyond their wildest imaginations, they have no 
choice but to turn to each other for support. But with their newfound friendship at stake, will they 
be able to pass the most important test of all? 
 

9. Bud, Not Buddy – Christopher Paul Curtis  

From Scholastic.com: It's 1936, in Flint, Michigan. Ten-year-old Bud may be a motherless boy on the 
run, but he's on a mission. His momma never told him who his father was, but she left a clue: 



 

posters of Herman E. Calloway and his famous band, the Dusky Devastators of the Depression! 
Bud's got an idea that those posters will lead to his father. Once he decides to hit the road and find 
this mystery man, nothing can stop him. Bud, Not Buddy is full of laugh-out-loud humor and 
wonderful characters, hitting the high notes of jazz and sounding the deeper tones of the Great 
Depression. 
 
10. Hitty- The First One Hundred Years – Rachel Field   

From Amazon.com: “Hitty is a doll of great charm and character. It is indeed a privilege to publish 
her memoirs, which, besides being full of the most thrilling adventures on land and sea, also reveal 
her delightful personality. One glance at her portrait will show that she is no ordinary doll. Hitty, or 
Mehitable as she was really named, was made in the early 1800s for Phoebe Preble, a little girl from 
Maine. Young Phoebe was very proud of her beautiful doll and took her everywhere, even on a long 
sailing trip in a whaler. This is the story of Hitty's years with Phoebe, and the many that follow in 
the life of a well-loved doll.” 
 

11. Sign of the Beaver - Elizabeth George Speare   
From Amazon.com: Although he faces responsibility bravely, thirteen-year-old Matt is more than a 
little apprehensive when his father leaves him alone to guard their new cabin in the wilderness. 
When a renegade white stranger steals his gun, Matt realizes he has no way to shoot game or to 
protect himself. When Matt meets Attean, a boy in the Beaver clan, he begins to better understand 
their way of life and their growing problem in adapting to the white man and the changing frontier.  

12. Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin 

Olympics - (Young readers adaptation) Daniel James Brown  
 

*Note: Be sure to look for the Young Readers adaptation and not its longer counterpart.  
 
From Amazon.com:  For readers of Unbroken, out of the depths of the Great Depression comes the 
astonishing tale of nine working-class boys from the American West who at the 1936 Olympics 
showed the world what true grit really meant. With rowers who were the sons of loggers, shipyard 
workers, and farmers, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew was never expected to defeat 
the elite East Coast teams, yet they did, going on to shock the world by challenging the German boat 
rowing for Adolf Hitler. 
At the center of the tale is Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, whose personal quest 
captures the spirit of his generation—the generation that would prove in the coming years that the 
Nazis could not prevail over American determination and optimism. 
This deeply emotional yet easily accessible young readers adaptation of the award-winning #1 New 
York Times bestseller features never-before-seen photographs, highly visual back matter, and an 
exclusive new introduction. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


